\ 




m 

m 

& 




The Cleveland Museum of Art 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: William Prenevost 

March 18, 1998 (216) 421-7340, ext. 260 


CMA RETAINS COOPER, ROBERTSON & PARTNERS 
TO CREATE FACILITIES MASTER PLAN 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art has announced that it has retained the 
distinguished architecture and urban design firm of Cooper, Robertson & Partners (CR&P) 
to create a facilities master plan. The planning process, which is an outgrowth of the 
CMA's 1996-2001 Strategic Plan, begins this month and is expected to take about one year 
to complete. 

Michael Sherwin, former CMA president and chairman of the museum's Facilities 
Planning Committee, said that the original selection process involved consideration of 
several excellent firms with very different structures and approaches. In the end, the 
committee decided that CR&P was most qualified for the museum's needs. Mr. Sherwin 
cited the company's recent planning for the Museum of Modem Art as an exemplary 
process related to the CMA project. He specified that Cooper, Robertson & Partners has 
been engaged to formulate the master plan. Should the plan result in a decision to build 
and/or renovate, an independent architect search would be undertaken at that time. 

Founded in 1979, CR&P has executed major planning, urban design and 
architectural commissions such as Battery Park City in New York, Cityfront Center in 
Chicago, Stapleton Airport Redevelopment Plan in Denver, and the International Trade 
Center in Mount Olive, New Jersey. They have received numerous honor aw'ards, and 
were the only firm to ever receive National American Institute of Architects Awards in both 
architecture and urban design in the same year (1991). In Ohio, CR&P led the 
programming, master planning and architectural design efforts at the Max M. Fisher 
College of Business at Ohio State University. Their planning w ; ork and programming for 
the Museum of Modem Art led to a definition of the project’s scope and character leading 
to the selection of project architect Yoshio Taniguchi. 
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